Foreword
Annual GenZ Story Expression Workshop
Remembers the Holocaust
By Malorie Snitil
April 8, 2021
Every spring, Lynn University holds the Nuremberg Trials class
and the GenZ Story Expression Workshop—which culminate in an
event that has been treasured by students and the Boca Raton
community for more than a decade. Both provide special
opportunities for students to explore history with the people who
survived it.
Lynn began the Holocaust remembrance project when it
discovered original artifacts from the Nuremberg Trials in its
archives. The university tapped Professor Sindee Kerker to create
a class that explored them.
“My experience as a deputy district attorney helped me interpret
the transcripts—I’ve been teaching the class ever since then,”
said Kerker. “I want students to have an emotional attachment to
what happened to the six million Jews and other victims at the
hands of the Nazis and their collaborators.”
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Kerker’s class is based on the 42-volume Blue Series, which is
the oﬃcial record of the major war criminal trials and includes the
procedures, witness testimonies, documents, judges’ verdicts
and sentencing. Archived in the Eugene M. and Christine E. Lynn
Library, the volumes allow students to delve deeper into the
history of the trials.
In 2013, Lynn partnered with NEXT GENERATIONS, a Boca
Raton-based organization that strives to preserve the legacy of
those who perished and honor those who survived the Holocaust,
to expand the class to the GenZ Story Expression Workshop.
As part of the workshop, students hear from a survivor firsthand.
Then, they spend six to eight weeks recreating the story through
creative mediums such as art, poetry, music, film, theater,

This year, students will present their projects virtually. Kerker

technology, blogs, or social media.

hopes that the survivor that told his story this year, Jack Pechter,
will be able to tune in. The Blue Series at the Lynn Library is one

“The purpose of the project is for students to express what they

of the only few bound collections that exist in the world today.

have heard in a way that reaches out to others who have not

While the series does not circulate—and the volumes cannot be

heard the survivor’s story and may not be familiar with the horrors

taken out of the archives—anyone can access them at the library

of the Holocaust,” Kerker said.

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Appointments are required

The first workshop was so impactful that Kerker knew she

for the general public. SPIRAL oﬀers select pages digitally.

needed to get other classes involved. Since its launch, the project

“The most important lesson that I can teach my students is to

has grown to include participation from faculty, staﬀ and students

never forget. These students are the reason why we won’t—they

outside of Kerker’s class. Final projects are displayed at the

will share Holocaust survivor stories for generations to come,”

Project Nuremberg Lawyers Luncheon at Temple Beth El in Boca

said Kerker.

Raton and at Lynn’s annual Celebration of the Arts. Both are
typically held in April and May.

For more information about viewing the Blue Series, email
archives@lynn.edu.
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Preface

A GenZ Story Expression Workshop break-out room moderated by Dr. Stefanie

What Is the GenZ Story Expression Workshop and How Did It Start?
The GenZ Story Expression Workshop is a special event that is put together every spring semester to educate students about the Holocaust
by inviting a survivor to the Lynn University campus. It started with the Nuremberg Trials class, which is taught every spring. About 13 years
ago, I was asked if I would be interested in teaching a class about the Nuremberg Trials using some of the original documents from the
original trial. We discovered that our Lynn Library had in its possession the oﬃcial record from the first Nuremberg trial of the highest-ranking
Nazis from World War II. These documents were codified into 42 Volumes known as the Blue Series. We believe that this set belonged to
United States Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson. Jackson was the chief prosecutor in the first Nuremberg Trial.
It is important for students to realize that the Holocaust is not only about statistics. They should have an emotional attachment to what
happened to the six million Jews and the other “undesirable” victims at the hands of the Nazis and their collaborators. Lynn University
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partnered with MorseLife/NEXT GENERATIONS Holocaust Living

conducted on Zoom with the technical assistance of Dr. Sanne

Learning Experience, a nonprofit organization that consists of the

Unger. Dr. Unger moderated the Q&A after the Holocaust survivor,

children and grandchildren of Holocaust survivors, to bring a

Jack Pechter, shared his story. She then assisted with manually

survivor to class. During each workshop, students discover what

putting students and facilitators into break-out rooms for small

the GenZ Story Expression project is and how to create one. They

group discussion. This was a way for the students to process

watch a brief video and view examples created by former

what they heard and to share their thoughts with the rest of the

students. The purpose is for students to express what they have

students in their break-out rooms.

heard in a way to reach out to others who have not heard the
survivor’s story and may not be familiar with the horrors of the
Holocaust.

The students spent the next seven to 10 days completing their
GenZ Story Expression projects. They also included two to three
written paragraphs that consisted of their biography, information

The story expression can be in any format. Past projects have

about the Holocaust survivor, and an explanation of their project.

included artwork, paintings, collages, photographs, video

The students’ projects are typically displayed at the Project

productions, poems, plays, diaries, creating and/or performing a

Nuremberg Lawyers Luncheon at Temple Beth El in Boca Raton

musical composition, performance art, multimedia art, graphic

and the Celebrations of the Arts on the Lynn University campus in

arts, and any other form of expression that gets the message

April and May. Last year (2021) and the preceding year (2020),

across. The first workshop was conducted inside the classroom

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, those events were unfortunately

with 15 college students and 15 visiting high school students. It

canceled. Therefore, we needed to find a diﬀerent way to

was so impactful that no one wanted to leave the classroom after

showcase the students’ GenZ projects. Thank goodness for

the workshop concluded. That is when I knew it was necessary to

modern technology, Zoom, Dr. Unger, and my colleague, Jordan

expand the workshop to include other students across multiple

Chussler, with whom I collaborated with to create this amazing

disciplines throughout the university.

multi-touch book.

On February 14, 2022, Lynn University held its 11th GenZ Story
Expression Workshop. Altogether, we had approximately 135
students from eight diﬀerent classes with 17 facilitators and two
rabbis who participated in this event. The workshop was

This book is dedicated to Jack Pechter, his family, and all the
other victims of the Holocaust whose stories will be
continued to be told and never forgotten.
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Biography of Jack Pechter
“The power of hate can be diminished only through
education.”
—Jack Pechter

• In 1934, Jack was born in Rejowiec (Ryavic), Poland, the third of four children
to Sarah and Max.
• Jack, his three sisters, and their parents moved to Izbica, Poland, in 1938.
• His family spent almost 10 years and thousands of miles to reach safety.
• They traveled by horse-drawn wagons, trains, and sleds through Poland, the
Ural Mountains, the Soviet Union, and Siberia.
• Jack’s entire immediate family survived.
• He married his wife, Marilyn, in 1957.
• They have four children: Shelley, Jeﬀrey, Martin, and Melissa
• They have four grandchildren: Danielle, Zack, Nicole, and Charlie (deceased).
• Jack is a successful real estate developer and continues to be philanthropic.
• Jack shares his memoirs in The Life That Jack Built by M. Hirsh Goldberg.
• In 2005, Jack formed the Pecter Family Foundation. He has since donated
millions of dollars to hundreds of charities focusing on homelessness,
children, Holocaust education, and various Jewish organizations.
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Chapter 1

Sindee Kerker

Sindee
Kerker

Section 1

Courtney Hamm
My name is Courtney Hamm. I was born and raised in the small

Gallery 1.1 Bible Booklet

town of Winsted, Connecticut. I am currently a sophomore at
Lynn University in the accelerated degree program, so I will
graduate in three years. I am studying forensic investigations
with a minor in criminal justice. I enjoy playing sports, especially
soccer and volleyball. I also enjoy spending time with family and
friends, love to walk/run my dogs, and go to the beach. In the
future, I plan to become a crime scene investigator or work for
the FBI.
I was greatly impacted listening to Jack Pechter share his story.
While attending high school, I was never introduced to in-depth
topics about the Holocaust. I never had a chance to hear from
someone who witnessed it all. For my GenZ project, I decided to
use pictures representing objects or concepts to create a book. I

Tap or click on the arrow in the top-left corner to expand to full page.

thought a picture of a bible would make a great cover because
Jack stated that the bible got him through the tough times and
always made him stay positive. I also created other pictures,
including bread, blankets, pillows, and helping hands. Jack
mentioned that his father was always the one to go out and get
food for the family, and many times he would come back with
bread. I added a photo of blankets and pillows since those were

some of the few possessions Jack’s family brought with them as
they traveled so they were at least able to sleep. Lastly, I thought
it was important to include an image of helping hands to
illustrate how his mother was a wonderful, generous woman. She
would take kids into her home and allow them to stay with her
family even though they had very little food or space.
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Section 2

Allison Henz
My name is Allison Henz. I was born in California, but I grew up

of Russia of what it looked like back when Jack was a child

in Fort Lauderdale. I am currently a junior at Lynn University

during the war and chose a calendar with the date of when

studying early childhood education. I love hanging out with

Germany invaded Poland circled. My hope is that Jack’s story

friends, getting coﬀee, working out, shopping, and going to the

can be used in the future to educate others on the horrors of the

beach. I aspire to be a successful teacher and make a diﬀerence

Holocaust. I agree with Jack that “the power of hate can be

for my students. I currently work at Kumon, a tutoring center,

diminished only through education.”

where I help children with reading and math. I am really
interested in this center and one day, I hope to open a facility just
like it to tutor children.
I was deeply impacted by Jack Pechter’s story. Born in 1934 in
Ryavic, Poland, he and his family spent almost 10 years and
thousands of miles reaching safety. They traveled by horsedrawn wagon, trains, and sleds through Poland, the Ural
Mountains, the Soviet Union, and Siberia. That endeavor really
stuck with me because I had to no idea what it was like during
the war and how they had to quickly pack up all their belongings
to flee their home. Fortunately, Jack’s entire family survived.
I created a collage of pictures because I wanted to illustrate
Jack’s life through images. I chose the Polish flag with the
country’s coat of arms to represent his birthplace, and a train
since his whole family travelled that way. I also included a picture
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 3

Kayla Hudzik
My name is Kayla Hudzik. I was born and raised on Nantucket
Island oﬀ the coast of Massachusetts. I am currently a senior
studying early childhood education at Lynn University. I work
part-time at Calusa Elementary School as an aftercare counselor.
In my free time, I like to hang out with my friends, go to the pool,
and babysit. As of now, my goal is to go back to Massachusetts
after I graduate and get my master’s degree in education.
Thereafter, I hope to work at an elementary school and express
my passion for education.
During Jack’s Zoom interview, I learned that everyone shares
diﬀerent perspectives and experiences from the Holocaust. Jack
expressed his love about his family and all the challenges they
endured together. For my GenZ project, I wrote a letter to my
future self. In this case, I wrote a letter as if I were Jack when he
was younger. The letter is written in the context of Jack as a
young child during the Holocaust and gives an overview on what
he experienced at that age. It asks questions like, “Do you feel
safe now when you travel from place to place?” Looking back on
a letter gives an overview on someone’s point of view from the
past, especially if it is a letter to yourself. The letter also shows
how Jack grew over time and the challenges that he overcame to
find positivity, safety, and success.
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Section 4

Lucas Kolka
My name is Lucas Kolka. I was born in New York, but growing

pictures in my poster board: one of the trains everyone was

up, I spent summers and vacations in Florida. I am currently a

being loaded on to, and another of the concentration camps,

sophomore studying international business at Lynn University in

which Jack and his family avoided since they were able to evade

Boca Raton, Florida. I love to go out with friends, go to the

the Nazis. I enjoyed making this poster board, and I hope it can

beach, pool, and play golf. One day, I hope I successfully impact

teach people about how horrible and terrified all of the people

the business world and take over my da’s business.

felt during the Holocaust. I also hope this poster can keep the

Jack’s story deeply impacted me as I heard the struggle and
hardships he and his family endured. Jack described how the

story of Jack going well into the future so what happened is
never forgotten.

power of hate could be eliminated by education. I agree with that
statement because if we keep teaching people about the past
and how tragic the Holocaust was, then they will not be
bystanders if they see something horrific happening again. When
Jack told us the story about the synagogue, I could immediately
picture it packed with people screaming for help from God
because they were so scared and did not know what to do. The
story about the long lines also put an image in my head since I
knew it was so cold and all these people would be waiting for the
same thing.
My poster board represents Jack’s life and the significant
aspects he remembers since from his childhood. I included two
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 5

Jason Litman
My name is Jason Litman. I was born and raised on Long

the Nazis or any of their collaborators. Modes of transportation

Island’s North Shore primarily in the Greater Roslyn area. I

included trains, horse-drawn wagons, and even sleds to help

graduated from Roslyn High School in 2018. Currently, I am a

them cross Russia’s snowy landscape. They were deep in the

candidate to receive a bachelor’s degree in sports management,

heart of Central Asia, and after the war, Jack and his family

which I will receive this May from Lynn University. I grew up

emigrated to the United States.

watching and playing sports like baseball and basketball. I am,
along with my entire family, a huge New York Yankees fan. My
bar mitzvah was on March 23, 2013. I had distant family
members who survived the Holocaust on my dad’s side. Both
sides of my family are devoted to Judaism and its teachings. We
gather on major holidays like Hanukkah, Passover, Rosh
Hashanah, and Yom Kippur.

Decades later, Jack lives in Boca Raton and has family in West
Palm Beach. The collage I created shows Jack’s story of survival
because his parents motivated all the children to keep moving no
matter who was behind them or how brutal the conditions were.
In the book, The Life That Jack Built by M. Hirsh Goldberg, Jack
recalls how they were able to push on to safety after leaving their
home, which would later be decimated by the Nazis. Before

Jack Pechter’s story on surviving the Holocaust was inspiring

Poland was invaded, Jews in the lands that the Nazis occupied

and heartbreaking because he endured a terribly traumatizing

had to wear a yellow Star of David to identify to the rest of

experience. Although Jack and his family were never caught by

society that they were Jews. Hearing Jack’s story and putting

the Nazis, they had to stay on the run in order to not be sent to a

this collage together helped me visualize his journey to escape

death or concentration camp. Jack Pechter was born in 1934 in

death and towards the hope of a bright and successful future.

what today is Ryavic, Poland. He was the only son and had three

My people have gone through countless tragedies for centuries.

sisters. When Jack was just five years old, the Nazis invaded

At this point, no matter what happens here or abroad, I will

Poland and his family had to flee across the border into the

always be proud to call myself a Jew and to hold the wisdom

U.S.S.R. They went to great lengths to avoid getting caught by

from those who taught me how be strong in an adverse world.
12
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Section 6

Chris Matthews
My name is Chris Matthews. I was born and raised just outside

Hiding in Plain Sight

of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, before moving to Boca Raton,

by Chris Matthews

Florida, in August of 2021. I have attended Lynn University for
the past two and a half years while studying public relations and
advertising with a concentration in social media and a minor in

miss artwork hanging up
How they were held up

criminal justice. My career aspirations are to work with the

So grand and fancy

federal government in law enforcement, particularly working for

I miss the joy in the air

agencies like the FBI or U.S. Marshals Services.
I have worked on stories my entire life and enjoy writing poetry,
especially after hearing a Holocaust survivor share their story.
Throughout the interview, Jack Pechter talked about living in
hiding and how he was constantly worried about being found. As
a result, I wrote a poem about hiding and how Jack, by
extension, lost his childhood. He also discussed how he was not
able to go back to his homeland for several decades after the
conclusion of the war. The reason why I started my poem with a
lowercase “m” was to make sure I captured the reader’s
attention.

Now I lay here in tears
Dark and grey
We hide all day
As we hide from the Nazis
To pass the time away
My past is drifting away
Like tears of downpours
On any other day
It’s hard not having a childhood
Miss the love I use to give
We will be back
To my homeland
Where my life was beginning
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Section 7

Madison Park
My name is Madison Kendall Park. I grew up in Columbia,

childhood was stolen from him. The symbolism regarding the

Maryland. I am currently a junior at Lynn University in Boca

weather in my poster (starting with rain, then snow, and finally

Raton, Florida, majoring in early childhood education and

sunshine) stands for Jack’s resilience throughout it all. He never

studying psychology. My interests are traveling, modeling,

stopped moving forward; he never gave up. I believe everyone

singing, acting, dancing, and teaching. I have always had a love

has a choice, and Jack chose never to stop fighting. The flowers

for helping and inspiring others. I believe everyone should use

represent his growth during this journey and the sunshine he

their voices with good intentions, especially to speak for those

would feel once again. It shows a scared little boy in the wagon

who cannot. My career goal is to be a traveling ESL teacher and

but still looking forward to what the future has in store.

guidance counselor. My aspiration in life is to be happy.
Jack’s childhood experiences inspired my poster. He went into
survival mode when his journey began never knowing what
would happen next. Jack was born in Poland, but he did not
have a normal childhood. The travel conditions were unbearable
throughout diﬀerent terrains as his family searched for freedom in
their escape from constant danger. As an education major, I
wanted to emphasize the lack of childhood Jack experienced;
every child should have the right to proper health and love when
brought into this world. Jack had an amazingly supportive family,
but due to Hitler’s armies invading European nations and sending
Jews to concentration camps, having a great family did not
matter. The control was lost, and fear was instilled: Jack’s

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 8

Kiyaura Reed
My names Kiyaura Reed, and I am from Northern Virginia. I am

By making this poster, my goal was to show images that reflect

currently a senior at Lynn University, in Boca Raton, Florida. I am

the everyday suﬀering Jews faced during the Holocaust. A few of

graduating with a major in psychology and a minor in

the pictures were very important for me to add. The first picture

American law. For as long as I could remember, I have always

in the second row, for example, is a picture of a woman taking

been interested in true crime, what makes people who they are,

the shoes oﬀ seven children. This is something that was done

and how to use that to help solve and stop crime. I always

before the execution of Jews. This picture specifically tugged at

wanted to be work in some form of law enforcement. As I got

my heart strings, seeing such young children unaware of the

older, I realized that my dream is to join the FBI, where I feel I can

brutality they were about to face. Another photo I included—the

help the most people and have the greatest impact.

third photo in the second row—is also of children; however,

After attending Jack Pechter’s GenZ story workshop, it reminded
me of how lucky our generation is for the freedoms we have that
others were deprived of. The horrors that occurred throughout
the Holocaust and the early parts of Mr. Pechter’s life, beginning
at such an early age, were horrific and something no one should
be subjected to. After hearing his story, I knew I wanted to make
my project something that will make people stop and remember
how blessed they are to live the lives they do. Every day, people

these kids are older and behind a barbed wire fence. They are
laughing and smiling for the photographer, which says a lot
about their strength to be suﬀering such a great deal, but still
smile from ear to ear. The other impactful photo was the second
photo in the fifth row. This is a photo of a woman holding her
child’s hand as she runs out of a train after being freed. The
images may be hard for some to look at, but that was the reality
of Jew’s lives, and they deserve to be seen and remembered.

take for granted the happiness, safety, and comfort they
experience.
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Section 9

Cristian Salgado
My name is Cristian Vincenzo Salgado. I was born in Trenton,

rescue, and a double portion of God’s power and completion. I

New Jersey, but I have lived most of my life in Palm Beach

believe it is incredibly fitting to Mr. Pechter’s Holocaust survival

County, Florida. I am currently a senior at Lynn University

story. His story greatly aﬀected me as it was my first time

majoring in 3D computer animation. The most important things in

listening to a survivor speak live. It is an experience that I will

my life are my faith in God, my family, and my friends. I spend my

hold with me for the rest of my life, and my hope is that this

time reading, learning new things, watching films, learning

poem can help share his story.

foreign languages, birdwatching, and making art of all kinds. One
day, I hope to be a teacher. I hope to teach English or an art
subject in English to students in countries abroad, like Spain or
the Netherlands.
My GenZ project is a poem entitled “My Mother’s Skirt/Spódnica
mojej mamy.” The first half of the title is in English and the
second half is the same phrase in Polish. It is a poem following
the story of Jack Pechter. It focuses primarily on his mother’s
role in the story and his upbringing. I closely identified with Mr.
Pechter and his relationship with his mother. I could draw many,
many similarities between the women who raised us.
I structured the poem into 14 stanzas because of the meaning of
the number 14 in Biblical numerology. Fourteen represents the
perfection of the soul, the soul’s purity and light, salvation and
18

She is my mother

“I am my Mother’s little boy”

A devoted parent

“My Mother is my emotions”

A good citizen and very bright
Getting along with everyone

Mother and father do their best
Father outside, Mother inside

Generous and endearing

A college boy is taken in

Mother taught me kindness

Mother has him teach us kids

On a Polish street with Mother

We sleep all together

A plane bombed a building

Safe in my Mother’s warmth

I held onto My Mother’s Skirt
hold on tight, my first memory of war

Again by train, now in Kazakhstan
It is warm, but we are homeless

“Tomorrow will be better”

Mother sets out to find us a home

A fortress of strength with hidden fear

Resourceful and determined

We set oﬀ in a wagon

Work is a nice house

Over the river to Ukraine

A garage and food in exchange

We get on the train
Bound for an uncertain future

The war is over
Displaced persons in Austria

Laborers in factories

Finally home in America

“We were people who were being used” “The land of milk and honey”
We are in line for food

“Be kind all the time

There is a woman screaming

And you will have it made in life”

Mother says “stay put”
She helps the grieving mother

Section 10

Brita Santannera
My name is Brita M. Santannera and I am from Manhattan. I was

For my GenZ project, I glued words and phrases on a shoebox

born in New York City in 2000, and I now live in Florida while

to symbolize what Jack endured in order to escape the Nazis. I

attending Lynn University. I am a junior and early childhood

printed pictures of Jack to decorate the outside of the box and

education major. I love to play soccer and sing. I hope to

put symbols inside of the box. For example, the train represents

become a kindergarten through first grade teacher, instilling in

all the time Jack spent traveling. I also included food, a sled, and

student the power to accomplish anything they set their minds

people to symbolize his family and their collective experiences.

to. Eventually, I want to become a special education teacher
because I was once one of those students and want to make a

Gallery 1.2 Shoebox

diﬀerence in the world of teaching.
I was deeply impacted by Jack Pechter’s story and found myself
intrigued by how it was diﬀerent from other Holocaust survivors’
stories. Even though he did not spend time in a concentration
camp, his family still suﬀered, having to travel from place to
place in order to escape the Nazis. The way he described how
he was forced to live on a train was hard for me to imagine. He
had to endure the cold with barely enough food to survive. Yet,
he was always so positive even though his situation was so
diﬃcult. Since he was a young child, he did not understand what
was happening to his family. He never stole a horse, but Jack did
admit that he once stole a piece of bread and did not like the
way it made him feel.
Tap or click on the arrow in the top-left corner to expand to full page.
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Section 11

Jordan Whittall
My name is Jordan Whittall. I was born and raised in a small

to escape the Nazis and find safety and freedom. Sadly, that was

town in southern New Jersey. I am currently a junior studying

rarely the case with others who experienced the Holocaust.

elementary education at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. I
love spending time with family and friends, being outdoors,
going to the beach, watching my brother race, and shopping.
One day, I hope to be a fourth-grade teacher while also working
at a hair salon. I am interested in helping others and always have
been.
My GenZ project is a drawing of Jack from the workshop that
was traced and stitched with the original picture beside it. During
the workshop, I took a picture of Jack and printed it. Then, I took
that picture and traced it on fabric. When that was finished, I
colored him in and then stitched him on to a border. After I
finished stitching, I took the original photo and stitched that on to
the picture so people could see what he looked like from the
picture and then the drawing.
I was so interested in the conversations held during this
workshop. Jack—as a genuine person—stuck out to me and that
was something I wanted to recreate. I do not consider myself an
artist, so this was a diﬃcult task. It was so interesting to hear his
survival story and to know that he and his whole family were able

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Chapter 2

Robert Watson

Robert
Watson

Section 1

Jack Howard
My Name is Jack Howard and I am from San Francisco,

been for he and his family to travel thousands of miles all the

California. I am currently a freshman studying aviation operations

while never being assured of their safety. I started the collage by

at Lynn University with the goal of becoming a commercial pilot.

showing Jack’s town in Poland—where he grew up and from

Some of my

where his journey

interests include

began. From there, I

plane spotting,

showed his trip all the

watching and

way until he got to the

playing soccer,

Soviet Union and

and watching

Siberia.

baseball. I aspire

All those photos are

to one day fly for a

surrounded by Jack

major U.S or

with his lovely wife,

European airline,

Marilyn, whom he

while being able to

married in the United

travel the world

States. While Jack

and experience

endured a diﬃcult

the diﬀerent

journey to find safety,

cultures of each
country.

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.

he found a new life in
the United States. Jack

For my GenZ story expression, I made a collage depicting Jack

and his family traveled thousands of miles to get to that safety,

Pechter’s story of pursuing safety. I decided to show Jack’s

and I thought there was no better way to illustrate that journey

journey because I could never imagine how diﬃcult it must have

than in a photo collage.
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Section 2

Karla Jerezeno
My name is Karla Jerezano. I was born and raised in Honduras. I

towards his mother, whom he loved so much and was like an

am a freshman at Lynn University studying marketing with a

angel to him. She had to take care of Jack and his sisters while

minor in graphic design. I like to volunteer in hospitals and help

thinking of a way to escape that madness. I drew some angel

Hondurans in need back in my home country. I also enjoy

wings because, for Jack, his mother was his guardian angel.

traveling. I have visited more than 10 countries in my life. Some
of my aspirations include owning my own business in a
European country and having enough money to retire
comfortably. By the time I reach that age, I would like to buy a
house away from everyone and live there with my family or by
myself for as long as I desire.
I attended the GezZ workshop and heard the horrifying events of
Holocaust survivor Jack Pechter’s childhood. Since he was a
young child then, Jack did not remember all the details.
However, what he remembers most was his family, especially his
mother. He distinctly recalled holding onto his mother’s skirt
while a building exploded in the background.
For my GenZ project, I decided to capture that exact moment
where he is holding onto his mother’s skirt. Instead of drawing
the exploding building in the background, I decided to make it
more peaceful and lovable. I wanted it to be more like a memory

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.

24

Section 3

MJ James
My name is Mya James, also known as MJ. I am from Florida,

they do not know if there will ever be a light waiting for them at

but moved around as a child due to my dad’s job. After living in

the end.

Colorado for eight years, I came back to Florida for college. I am
currently a freshman studying fashion and retail due to my
interest in the fashion industry. Other than fashion, I find myself
gravitating towards drawing and exercising. Growing up, I picked
up volleyball and had the opportunity to play at the collegiate
level. Even though one of my main interests is fashion, I see my
future in architecture. In the next school year, I plan to study
architecture in hopes of achieving my aspirations.
I am extremely thankful that I got the opportunity to listen to the
story of Holocaust survivor Jack Pechter. Hearing Jack’s
memories brought a lot of curiosity out of me. I can only imagine
what it was like to have lived through the Holocaust and how
Jack was able to come so far in life.
For my GenZ project, I chose to draw a small shadow in a dark
tunnel with a bit of light peeking through. I feel like this goes
along with Jack’s story because he was put in a situation in
which no one should ever be. I am sure he thought that he was
never going to make it out alive. However, as the years went by,
he could see a glimmer of light into the future, which was his
escape to a new life. People are often put in situations where

25
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Section 4

Evvie Kaczkowski
Due to COVID-19, I had the opportunity to meet Jack Pechter via

repeat when times were unfathomable. The art depicts the

Zoom. I was not able to shake his hand and meet him face to

diamond in the rough. Though nothing will ever measure up to

face; so, I would like to oﬀer a formal introduction of myself. My

what Jack and his family experienced—nor justify it—each one

name is Evvie Kaczkowski, a fellow Pole (by descent) as my last

of these individuals changed history forever. When all is said and

name may suggest. I grew up in Wisconsin but made the trek to

done, they bloom into beauty. All the pain and suﬀering that was

Florida to attend Lynn University where I am studying political

endured during the most horrific times in history have been

science in aspiration of attending law school.

channeled into unexpected serendipity.

I am interested in history, but my passion is human rights. The

Gallery 2.1 Two Drawings

words Jack spoke and the stories he shared encapsulate the
need for worldwide human rights equality. Because time stops
for no one and living Holocaust survivors are dwindling, I feel so
blessed to have had an interaction with him.
For my GenZ story expression, I chose to draw two pictures
depicting the personal changes that occurred during the
Holocaust. In image one, it shows the individual hanging on only
through hope and strength. A quotation attributed to Jack is
written among the art and reads, “The power of hate can be
diminished only through education.” Their identity is what keeps
them afloat in the mess they were dragged into. The second
picture shows the growth of the individual after they were
declared survivors. The words “tomorrow will be better” are
scattered across the page, a saying Jack’s mother used to

Tap or click on the arrow in the top-left corner to expand to full page.
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Section 5

Alana Mapp
My name is Alana Mapp. I am from Tampa, Florida. I am currently

children to parents Sarah and Max. When the Nazis and the

a freshman at Lynn University majoring in political science. I

Soviet Union invaded Poland in 1939, Jack and his family spent

enjoy taking courses on U.S. justice and learning about our

nearly 10 years and thousands of miles to reach safety. Traveling

judicial system. I

by sled, wagons, and

became interested in

trains, Jack and his

this major because I

family went through

plan on going to law

Poland, the Ural

school after and

Mountains, the Soviet

becoming a family or

Union, and Siberia.

divorce lawyer. I

In the end, Jack and his

chose that field of

entire family survived.

law specifically

After listening to his

because I believe

story, I noticed how

that the system is

extremely optimistic

unfair to children and

and happy he was

their parents during

despite the life-altering

divorce proceedings.
I have been directly

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.

aﬀected by the unfair family law system and hope to be a lawyer
that can help other children and their parents in the future.

events he dealt with at
such a young age. In my

story expression, I included images of the places Jack and his
family traveled through. I also included pictures from WWII,

For my GenZ story expression, I chose to create a collage with

concentration camps, and the death marches that people were

pictures I believe represent the story of Jack Pechter. Born in

put through during that time to demonstrate the severity of those

1934 in Rejowiec (Ryavic), Poland, Pechter was the third of four

events.
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Section 6

Jackie Calise
My name is Jackie Calise, and I am from Staten Island, New
York. I am a freshman at Lynn University majoring in marketing,
but I want to attend law school after completing my
undergraduate degree. My interests include art, photography,
going to the beach, and spending time with my family and
friends. My aspiration in life is to have a successful career. I do
not have any specific requirements for my job, so long as I am
able to help people and make a change. I also want to have a
family in the future; I want to get married, have kids, and teach
them all the life lessons I have learned. Educating the youth is
critically important in shaping future generations.
My GenZ story expression project is based on a story that Jack
Pechter shared with us. His mother was his greatest inspiration.
He looked up to her; she did everything she could to care for
Jack and his siblings. Something he said that really stuck with
me was when something unexpected happened. While outside
doing his normal routine one day, a plane suddenly crashed into
his neighbor’s home. He immediately ran to his mother for
comfort, and she had said to him, “tomorrow will be better.” This
really resonated with me because I derive the same sense of

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.

comfort from my mother that Jack felt with his.
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Section 7

Christopher Knight
My name is Chris Knight, and I am an 18-year-old freshman at Lynn University majoring in business entrepreneurship. I was born and
raised in Wellington, Florida. I have an interest in real estate, sports, and cars. I aspire to be a very successful business owner and family
man in the future. While listening to Jack Pechter, I immediately knew what my GenZ project would be. Hearing his story, Jack mentioned
his mother and sister quite often. The more I listened, the more I heard how and understood that his mother really was the person who
held their family together. With his father working, his mother was responsible for handling all of the other family aﬀairs. Inasmuch, Jack’s
mom was the backbone of his family. I wanted to show my appreciation and recognition to all the mothers who endured the Holocaust
and put their kids before themselves.

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 8

Angelina Santilli
Hi! I’m Angelina Santilli. I am from Coral Springs, Florida, and am
an 18-year-old college freshman. In addition to managing a
family restaurant full-time, I am majoring in entrepreneurship with
the goal of attaining my MBA and possibly attending law school.
My biggest aspiration is to become successful. I want to make
my family and myself proud.
For my GenZ project, I decided to write a poem expressing the
everlasting pain and suﬀering the Holocaust has left us with. I
have personal experience with this pain in my family. My
mother’s side of the family is from Poland. My great
grandmother, who is still alive and lives with me today, was born
in the beginning of Hitler’s reign. She worked in the camps but
was never hurt because she fit the desired look of blonde hair
and blue eyes. It is very important that we learn about the
Holocaust and the tragedy that occurred. We must learn from
history and keep teaching it so that it never happens again. It is
outrageous to think that if my great grandmother had brown hair
and brown eyes, there was a possibility that none of my family
would exist today.

Untitled by Angelina Santilli
The pain lasts for generations
the memories we feel
the sorrow in our hearts
hoping all will heal
with experience or not
it touches the world forever
we can only hope one day
the pain may fade forever
but may we not forget
the destruction and the pain
never once again
should we have this all replay
So here they stand in front of us
telling us their stories
not to hurt our hearts
but share a truthful story
hoping the kids of tomorrow
remember these stories
and let this horror
die in its glory
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Section 9

Garret Burdette
My name is Garrett Burdette. I am from Livingston, New Jersey,
and am a freshman at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. I
am currently majoring in film production. I love to write and edit.
After college, I plan to write movies and edit big films.
For the GenZ project, I was moved and inspired by our guest
speaker, Jack Pechter. I found it absolutely amazing that after
everything Jack went through, he was still able to maintain a

Through all the suﬀering,
He and his entire family were able to
survive and get out safely.
Jack was able to build his own family,
and had four children plus grandchildren,
Able to have a very successful job and life.
After all the suﬀering and hate,
Jack still has a positive outlook on life.

positive outlook on life. Despite everything he endured, he
managed to live a very happy and successful life. For my GenZ
project, I decided to write a poem about Jack’s life. After
listening to his story, I could not help but think of how poetic his
life is, and what a great story it made for!
Untitled by Garret Burdette
Born in 1934 Poland, just a child.
Only his three sisters, mother, and father.
So hungry he had to steal a piece of bread,
and still feels guilty to this day,
On the run from the Nazis for ten years,
Traveled by horse drawn carriages,
Through the Soviet Union and Siberia,
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Section 10

Erin Reilly
My name is Erin Reilly. I am from Crofton, Maryland. I am
freshman attending Lynn University, where I major in business
and play for the women’s lacrosse team. I like to hang out with
my friends and family in my free time, and I really enjoy playing
lacrosse.
My GenZ story expression shows Jack looking in the mirror. He
does not only see a reflection of his physical self, but rather, he
sees everything from his past. This includes key parts of his
childhood memories of surviving the Holocaust, such as: (1) the
bread he stole, (2) the plane that flew over him and his mother,
(3) his mother as a central person in his upbringing, (4) the train
that would transport him, and (5) a Nazi swastika.
I came up with this idea because—although Jack is much more
than his experiences in the Holocaust—they are part of who he is
and always will be something that shaped him.

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 11

Grant Geisler
My name is Grant Geisler and am from Philadelphia,

details he shared of the extreme challenges he and his family

Pennsylvania. I am a freshman at Lynn University majoring in

faced aﬀected me diﬀerently because it became personal. This

sports management, and I am most passionate about basketball.

has motivated me to want to ensure everyone is aware of the

I enjoy shooting hoops just for fun, playing a game, and being a

tragedy of the Holocaust. Jack spoke about how the power of

spectator at professional games. In the future, I aspire to work

hate can only be diminished through education. I agree that

for a sports franchise and help them in any area of management.

continuing to educate is essential. Incredible survivors—like Jack

Currently, I am the student manager of the women’s lacrosse

Pechter—who continue to give back through education and

team at Lynn, and I am already getting a lot of great experience.

philanthropy, help to educate by making sure the true stories of

For my GenZ project, I chose to create a slideshow using
pictures and captions to help describe Jack Pechter’s life
representing his bravery and his family’s journey to escape

the Holocaust are heard.

Interactive 2.1 Keynote Presentation

Poland. His life as a survivor is moving, and the details of how
his father’s knowledge and mother’s compassion and hope led
Jack and his siblings to freedom is a story for all to be heard.
It is important for others to also be aware of Jack’s story
because not everyone is educated on the Holocaust. I am hoping
my presentation will help move others as Jack’s story moved me.
Although I am personally familiar with the Holocaust after having
visited several Holocaust museums and having read and learned
about the Holocaust throughout my later teen years, Jack’s
individual story amazed me. To hear the heroic and terribly sad
Tap or click on the image to advance slides. Tap or click on the arrow 33
in the top-left corner to expand to full page.

Section 12

Monica Jonas
My name is Monica Jonas. I was born in Georgia, but I spent

more advanced in age, all suﬀering in many diﬀerent

most of my life in Hermosa Beach, California. I am currently a

concentration camps. These images are very moving because of

freshman at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida, studying

the obvious pain and suﬀering the people were compelled to

business. I have always enjoyed spending time at the beach and

endure. I hoped to capture and illustrate this pain in my project.

taking pictures. In the future, I hope to have success in the
business field, and perhaps even own my own photo studio.
After listening to Jack Pechter speak of his experiences during
the Holocaust, I was able to understand the lasting eﬀects that
they had on him and his family. I was also able to take away just
how positive a person Jack is today, despite all that he faced as
a child and all that was taken away from him because of the
Holocaust. I also found it rather endearing when he was
speaking about the members of his family and how much he
loved and respected them.
For my GenZ story expression project, I decided to create a
collage using photos that were taken during the Holocaust. I
included various photographs of people who were imprisoned in
concentration camps. When selecting the photos, I wanted to
include images of people of various ages. In the photos, you can
see people ranging in age from the youngest of children to those
34

Section 13

Jordyn Interian
My name is Jordan Interian. I am from Miami, Florida. I am a freshman attending Lynn University. My major is international business, and my
interests are gaming, traveling, fishing, diving, and taking care of my pets. I aspire to continue my family’s seafood business and make
people less scared of snakes.
My GenZ project uses pictures from before and during the Holocaust. I wanted to emphasize the tragedy and awful actions Jewish people
had to endure. The song that accompanies those pictures is intended to make you feel unsettled, as you should be when thinking about the
crimes the Nazis committed against the millions of innocent people who lost their lives.
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Section 1

Camilia Rodriguez
My name is Camila Rodriguez. I am from Colombia but came to

Jack Pechter married Marilyn and had four children that now

the United States when I was fourteen for boarding. I am

have children, too. He is truly inspirational and very meaningful in

currently a senior studying international business and minoring in

that he talks about his experiences, creates awareness on how

advertising, fashion, and retail at Lynn University. Studying in a

humans should be kind, and informs on the brutalities of the

diﬀerent country at an early age with many international students

Holocaust. Jack Pechter believes that “The power of hate can be

made me very passionate about learning and meeting people

diminished only through education.”

from diﬀerent backgrounds and cultures. I firmly believe that
each person is unique and that learning from people's diﬀerent
perspectives can shape you immensely. I am passionate about
entrepreneurship and social impact, and in the future, I would
like to have a venture that involves my passions of business,
advertising, and fashion.

For my GenZ story expression, I decided to do a painting to
honor those who had to live through the Holocaust or lost their
lives to it. Their stories should never be forgotten. For the
background, I decided to draw stripes symbolizing the uniforms
Nazis forced Jews to wear in the concentration camps. The
drops of blood emblematize all the harm and lives lost during the

My class was fortunate to have Jack Pechter, a Holocaust

Holocaust. The Star of David in the painting is a recognized

survivor, speak to us about his experience during World War II.

symbol of Jewish identity. The wire around the Star of David

Mr. Pechter was born in 1934 in Rejowiec (Ryavic), Poland, and

demonstrates how the Nazis trapped Jews in concentration

spent almost ten years reaching safety. He recounted how he

camps and away from their identity and religion. This painting

and his family traveled by horse-drawn wagons, trains, and sleds

illustrates the horrors of the Holocaust and how it should never

through Poland, the Ural Mountains, the Soviet Union, and

be forgotten.

Siberia. It was a miracle that his immediate family was able to
survive. Currently, he is a real estate developer and philanthropic.
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Section 2

Adriana Veizaga
My name is Adriana Veizaga, and I am an international student at

during his

Lynn University. I was born and raised in Cochabamba, Bolivia,

presentation in honor

and I moved to the United States in 2020 to start college. I am

of that unconditional

currently majoring in advertising/public relations with a minor in

and comforting love

graphic design, and I am planning to graduate in May of 2023.

that his mother was

On February 14, 2022, I had the pleasure to hear Jack Pechter’s
heart-touching testimonial as a Holocaust survivor. Jack was
born in Poland and moved around Europe as World War II
overtook diﬀerent territories. I remember learning about the war
and the Holocaust in school and through movies, but I never
thought that I would have the chance to interact closely with a
survivor at some point in my life. Besides Jack’s story, what
impressed me the most was the serenity and peace that he
shares with the outside world. He remembers every moment
vividly and is willing to share his thoughts and joy with those who
ask about his life-changing experiences.

able to oﬀer to his
family despite
widespread
uncertainty. Love is
an international
language, but the
love of a mother is a
universal premise. I
see Jack’s mom
reflected in every
mother around the
world who oﬀers a

A couple of anecdotes stood out the most from his testimonial,

safe place for her

but one that touched my heart was the reason why Jack was

loved ones. I enjoyed the creative process and had fun creating

able to cope with all the fear and pain from World War II.

my GenZ project since I am a fan of Adobe Illustrator. I hope this

Everything was thanks to his mom. Therefore, my digital art

inspires other students to utilize the platforms and tools at which

piece is titled “Mom’s Little Boy.” This phrase was used by Jack

they excel, and to keep honoring those who survived the
Holocaust.
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Section 3

Ashley Persaud
My name is Ashley Persaud. I was born and raised in Miami,

hardships but

Florida. I am about to graduate with my bachelor’s degree in

still maintains a

advertising and public relations and am extremely creative and

positive outlook

passionate about my work. When I am not working, I thoroughly

on life. He kept

enjoy exploring new territory, going on adventures, and spending

mentioning the

time with my dog.

need for people

On February 14, 2022, students and faculty at Lynn University
had the very special privilege of listening to Mr. Jack Pechter’s
experiences during World War II and the Holocaust. I have heard
a few Holocaust survivors speak before, but never have I heard
someone speak of their entire immediate family surviving. Jack
and his family were forced to flee when he was just a young boy.
They traveled from Poland through the Ural Mountains to the
Soviet Union, ultimately ending up safely in Siberia. They were
cold, starving, and tired from nearly ten years of travel. The way
Jack spoke so highly of his mother was touching. It is clear she
was a rock for him during these uncertain times.

to be kind, which
really stuck with
me because I
was raised
similarly. It costs
absolutely
nothing to show
kindness. I think
that is the silver
lining of Jack’s
story. Not only did he triumph over these hardships, but he rose
above all the hatred that fueled the events of his early life. Jack

Despite everything that Jack endured—fleeing his country,

worked hard and became very successful, and to this day, he

growing up on the run, battling starvation, and much more—he

practices kindness. He said that if someone picks up the phone

came out of the ordeal on top. What really inspired my graphic

and needs him, he will be there; to me, that is very powerful. This

and poem was the fact that Jack went through very serious

world needs more people like Jack Pechter.
42
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Section 4

Donatella Guerin Orlando
My name is Donatella Guerin Orlando. I am from Italy and
France, and I am currently a sophomore at Lynn University
majoring in hospitality and minoring in advertising. My interests
include sports (when I am not forced into them), hanging out with
friends, and watching new shows. I aspire to be an investor in a
hotel and to be able to call all the shots. I would also like to own
some businesses that I can run virtually.
Something that Jack Petcher talked about that I decided to use
for my GenZ project was when he and his mother saw the plane
up in the sky. I do not know why, but that story really stuck with
me and it made me think about everything Mr. Petcher and the
others had to go endure during the Holocaust.
I decided to create a collage showing the story about the Nazi
plane. I also included a picture of a mother and child walking,
which represented Jack and his mother. I then decided to use a
picture of the train tracks to show how Jews were transported to
the concentration camps. Finally, I decided to use a picture of
Poland, Mr. Petcher’s birthplace.

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 5

Sage Damelio
My name is Sage Damelio. I was born and raised in Tampa,
Florida. I am a junior studying advertising and public relations at
Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. I enjoy photography,
playing video games, cooking, and exploring in my free time. I
hope to live in New York for a few years after college so I can
hone my professional advertising skills enough to work for a
major company in the city.
On February 14, 2022, Jack Pechter came to our class on Zoom
to tell us the horrifying and brave stories he and his family
experienced during the Holocaust. Jack’s story brought tears to
my eyes and ignited my desire to bring forth change.
For my GenZ expression project, I decided to create a flyer that
would be posted around campus to help remind students that it
is up to us to make sure that another Holocaust does not
happen. We need to educate children about the Holocaust so
that they learn peace instead of hate and love instead of pain. It
is incumbent upon us to make the memories of those survivors—
and the tales of those who did not survive—live on forever.

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 6

Javiera Sarmiento
My name is Javiera Sarmiento. I am from Guayaquil, Ecuador.

combined with images reflective of Jack’s childhood and all he

Six months ago, I left my country to attend Lynn University. I am

achieved once coming to America. I made sure to contrast his

studying advertising and public relations. Everything I am doing

childhood and adulthood by using black and white images

today for my education is aimed at one day making my name

juxtaposed with bright color images.

known in advertising and one day own an advertising agency
based in Miami.
In February 2022, I was able to hear the story of Holocaust
survivor Jack Petcher, whose life changed at five years old when
Poland was invaded by the Nazis. His story is fascinating. It was
inspiring to hear how much courage he showed to get himself
through a journey across Europe and the Soviet Union to avoid
death and ultimately get to America. The resounding message of
his story is—despite the terrible circumstances—how Jack
managed to have a bright and positive life, attending the
University of Maryland, serving in the army, and finding love.
What impacted me the most about Jack’s story wasn’t
something specific, but the combination of all the situations he
got through. As he spoke, there were several words that kept
coming to my mind: inspiration, courage, determination, and
hopefulness. Therefore, I decided to create a collage to represent
his story. I wanted to use those words that stood out to me
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Ray Phillips
My name is Rhema Phillips, but most people just call me Ray. I

common phrase in the United States: “I’m starving!” We are a

am originally from New London, Connecticut. I moved down to

country so blessed, but most of us do not know what staving

Boca Raton two years ago. I am a communication major in Lynn

means. We have the luxury of having a roof over our heads, food

University’s College of Communication and Design. I am also a

at our disposal, and access to education. This made me realize

transfer student with a completed minor in geography from

how much in my life I truly take for granted. The second

Southern Connecticut State University. I am currently working as

statement that stuck out to me was when Mr. Pechter mentioned

a personal trainer and photographer. I have many aspirations;

how his faith gave him hope through all his suﬀering. This was

however, my only true goal in life is to make a diﬀerence in the

amazing to me because having enough faith in God to get you

lives of others. I also want to find a way to spread the love of

through hard times is not easy. However, his family managed to

God in all areas of my life, including my work.

continue to trust in God to maintain hope for a better tomorrow.

On Monday, February 14, 2022, I had the honor of hearing the

For the creative aspect of my GenZ project, I chose to create a

chilling and inspirational story of Jack Pechter. Mr. Pechter was

painting. I am not the best artist; however, this was the best way

born in Rejowiec (Ryavic), Poland, in 1934. His family had to

I could think of representing Mr. Pechter’s journey. I started by

persevere for 10 years while traveling thousands of miles via

writing a haiku, then I painted around it. Next, I created a border

train, sleds, and horses, all to reach the Soviet Union and

of barbed wire to represent the imprisonment his family could

Siberia. There were many key statements that stuck out to me

have gone through. I added flowers to symbolize the blossoming

during this wonderful interview. The first part was the story he

of his new life into the United States. I finished my project by

told about stealing a piece of bread. He started this story by

placing my haiku in the middle of the painting. This message

explaining how he never did anything bad or illegal; however, he

focuses on the hope his family hung onto during their most

was so hungry that he had to steal it. This made me think of a

challenging times.
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Anna Krift
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Section 1

Nick Blanchette
My name is Nick Blanchette. I was born in California but raised in

include a snowy winter forest. I may have illustrated a simple

Florida. I am currently a sophomore studying illustration at Lynn

piece to represent Jack Pechter’s story, but I hope that those

University in Boca Raton, Florida. Besides drawing, I like to edit

recollections of his family’s strength and perseverance shall live

videos, create electronic music, and cosplay in my spare time. In

on forever.

the future, I hope that I can become successful in the film or
video game industry.
I thought it was interesting how Jack Pechter recalled a mostly
positive experience from his survival story. However, there were
certainly times when his family still struggled, such as how food
was diﬃcult to come by as they were traveling, and that the
small amounts of bread that they had to eat were quite precious
to them. I wanted to represent this feeling in the drawing I
created by including Jack holding a loaf of bread. I also noticed
that Jack spoke about his mother fondly. Since he mentioned
that she was a strong individual who held his family together, I
thought it was only fair to include her in the drawing as well, with
Jack looking up at her.
One last thing that stood out to me was how Jack’s family spent
some time in the frigid weather of Siberia—frigid enough that
Jack’s father had icicles on him by the time he returned to
shelter. Thus, for the background of my drawing, I made sure to
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Section 2

Shamel Nazareth
My name is Shamel Al Kunji Nazareth. I am pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in aviation to become a professional pilot. I am currently
a freshman in the accelerated 3.0 program at Lynn University. I
was born in a military hospital and raised in the city of Riﬀa,
Bahrain. Ever since my dad took me plane spotting when I was a
kid, I have been fascinated with aviation having one goal: to work
with and fly airplanes. I also enjoy helping the community, going
to the beach, fishing, falconry, hiking, basketball, soccer, and
spending time in the water and sky. My dream is to fly to every
corner of the world and explore its wonders.
I was truly touched by the words of the Jack Pechter as he
spoke. I created a digital art poster based on the Holocaust and
how it aﬀected Jack. His mother was a pillar of support. A very
strong individual, she provided shelter and food for Jack and his
family, and a safe environment during a violent time. His
recollection of his mother reminds me of my own mother. This
touched my heart, as I could not imagine how Jack’s mother
managed to raise her children in such a dire situation. My GenZ
project illustrates a woman praying with tears flowing from her
eyes, while her son is playing. There is a ray of light showered
upon her as she prays. I hope by displaying Jack’s experiences,
my artwork will express the horrors of the Holocaust.
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Dilieth Borges Valera
My name is Dilieth Borges Valera. I am the youngest of my

anniversary of one of Jack’s friends. This picture is above the

parents’ two daughters and was born on the December 12,

broken pieces of glass to represent how—despite the events of

2002. I am a Cuban American citizen who emigrated to the

the Holocaust—he and all the other survivors were able to rise

United States at the age of 11. Today, I am a college freshman at

above and build beautiful lives.

Lynn University pursuing my bachelor’s degree in political
science, my associate’s degree in behavioral science, and a
minor in criminal justice. I am interested in social justice and
equality, education, climate change, and the clean/accessible
water crisis. For my future, I aspire to be an agent of change in
the world and someone who can positively impact the lives of
others.

The project itself is enclosed in a transparent material that allows
one to look through but not personally interact. This
incorporation represents how, for many people and especially for
Generation Z, the Holocaust is something that we have read
about, listened to, and watched, yet is not something that holds
a personal experience for us. One can look inside from diﬀerent
angles through the transparent glass, but not touch or

For my GenZ expression project, I incorporated various

experience it. At the apogee of the globe stands a golden

elements. On the floor of my project, the scattered pieces of

butterfly as a symbol of hope and how the generations that can

glass represent Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) and how so

hear the stories of the survivors are therefore witnesses,

many lives were broken into pieces and discarded on the

responsible for remembering and retelling the stories and

ground. Around the borders are black and white pictures that

ensuring that history does not repeat itself.

display parts of Jack’s journey; the absence of color represents
the oppression of the Nazi regime and how much it took from the
daily normalcy of their lives. In the center, above the glass, there
is a recent image in full bloom displaying the eighth wedding
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Gallery 4.1 Globe
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Section 4

Kayla McOwen
My name is Kayla McOwen, and I am currently a junior in the

box that pops open, there are the minor details that are harder to

College of Arts and Sciences at Lynn University. I am studying

forget. But once the box does open, those memories flood back

criminal justice with a minor in political science. I am from

in.

Wilmington, Delaware, but upon graduation, I plan to move to
Boulder, Colorado. After graduation, I plan to attend law school,

Gallery 4.2 Brain Sphere

studying constitutional law. I would like to immerse myself into
the political sphere to make this country a better place.
Jack was born in 1934 in Poland and was only five years old
when the Nazis invaded his home country. Jack, along with his
three siblings and parents, escaped the Nazi regime and the
Holocaust. They traveled by horse-drawn wagons, trains, and
sleds through Poland, the Ural Mountains, the Soviet Union, and
Siberia. Jack spoke to us about his experience and what he and
his family endured.
What stood out to me the most was Jack’s ability to remember
the details of what happened. He remembered the color of his
mom’s skirt, and many other specific details from over 80 years
ago. For my GenZ project, I created my interpretation of what

Tap or click on the arrow in the top-left corner to expand to full page.

Jack’s brain would look like. The core memories of where he
traveled, nice and big that make them hard to forget. Then, in a
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Section 5

Julie Mendes
My name is Julie Mendes Cruz. I am a first-generation college

this illustration are real images taken in Poland during World War

student at Lynn University majoring in biology and intending to

II, the country Jack originally called home.

graduate in May 2022. My professional aspirations include
pursuing a postgraduate degree in ecology to study and help
preserve vulnerable species threatened by rising temperatures
caused by climate change, such as native bees. Growing up in
Brazil has contributed to my interests in the environment and
social movements, which are subjects frequently present in all
areas of my life.
Jack Pechter told his inspiring story with several moments of
resilience and kindness, sharing his experiences during the
Holocaust and its aftermath. A particular part of that story that
spoke to me was the description of his first memory, which
involved the bombing of a house in his neighborhood in Poland
when he was just five years old. Jack was tightly clutching his
mother’s blue skirt. In addition to this childhood occurrence,
Jack also described his experiences as a refugee in Siberia
during his early teens, in which he stole a piece of bread—a
moment that consumed him with guilt.
For my GenZ project, I decided to make a digital art piece of a
little boy holding onto a woman’s blue skirt while embracing a
piece of bread like his life depended on it. The surroundings of

Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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Santiago Reyes-Retana
When we hear about the Holocaust, we think of atrocities that
happened in the past and of numbers like six million Jews who
were killed. We know of the horrors, but at the same time, we do
not understand them. We have become detached from the actual
horrors and see them as something that happened in another
generation that no longer has anything to do with us. However, it
is up to my generation to make sure that does not happen. We
must remember that those who suﬀered or perished because of
the Holocaust are more than just statistics. They were real
people with real lives, real families, real feelings, and real stories.
In the center of my collage is an image of two Holocaust
survivors. Their faces remind us that we are human and that they
are not people of the past, nor stripes of a long-forgotten age.
We must never let their images fade or become numbers fragilely
recalled by history. As a global community, we must pass on
their stories and remember the horrors that were committed. This
cannot be achieved through simple documentation; it must be
expressed through stories and art that does not allow anyone to
minimize or become desensitized to these truths.
Tap or click on the image to enlarge.
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