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PROBLEM STATEMENT
● Women living in rura l a reas, 

poverty, and a re racia l minorities 

a re a t higher risk.

● Low educa tiona l a tta inment, high 

unemployment, grea ter dependency 

on welfa re.

● Affects young mothers, their 

children, and society as a  whole

VS

Mississippi Massachusetts 



27.9

6.1
Massachusetts

Mississippi

Births per 1,000 women aged 14- 19 in 2020

(Sta ts of the Sta te - Teen Birth Rates, n.d.)



30.2

14.7
Massachusetts

Mississippi

Morta lity ra te per 100,000 births in 2020

(Materna l Deaths and Morta lity Rates per 100,000 Live Births | KFF, 2023)



GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

MISSISSIPPI MASSACHUSETTS

46,923 squa re miles 7,800.9 squa re miles

63.1 people per squa re mile 901.2 people per squa re mile

41.2% racia l minorities 20.2% racia l minorities

(United Sta tes Census Bureau QuickFacts, n.d.)



ECONOMY

MISSISSIPPI MASSACHUSETTS

Agriculture- based economy Industry- based economy

$46,600 median income $86,600 median income

(United Sta tes Census Bureau QuickFacts, n.d.)



LEGISLATION

Sex Education

Limited sex 
educa tion in 

schools 

Legislation

Laws and funds a re 
influenced by 

cultura l factors

Education

Health Care

Uninsured 
individua ls have 

restricted 
access

Options

Lack of a ffordable 
a lterna tives & 

variety 

Resources



0

25
Massachusetts

Mississippi

Number of abortion clinics in 2020

(Where Can I Get an Abortion? | U.S. Abortion Clinic Loca tor, n.d.)



ABORTION LEGISLATION

(Section 97- 3- 3 - Abortion; Causing Abortion or Miscarriage, 
Miss. Code § 97- 3- 3 | Casetext Search + Cita tor, n.d.) (Genera l Law - Part I, Title XVI, Chapter 112, Section 12M, n.d.)

MISSISSIPPI MASSACHUSETTS

Trigger Ban: All abortions a re banned 
except to save the pregnant persons 
life, rape, or incest. 

Constitutiona l protections for abortion

Transgressing Mississippi’s abortion 
restrictions will lead to civil and 
crimina l pena lties

Affirms the right to hea lth ca re 
providers to perform abortions prior to 
twenty- four weeks of pregnancy



EDUCATION

88%
High school Gradua tion ra te 
2020

10,089

MISSISSIPPI

(Wood, 2023) (NEA, 2022)

93%
High school Gradua tion ra te 
2020

22,348
Per pupil public 
elementary and secondary 
school expenditure 

MASSACHUSETTS

$ Per pupil public 
elementary and secondary 
school expenditure 

$



HEALTHCARE

CONTRACEPTIVES
Pills, IUDs, Emergency 
contraceptives

ROUTINE CHECKUPS 
Tracking the reproductive 
hea lth of teenagers

ABORTION
Medica tion & procedure
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14.2%

2.9%
Massachusetts

Mississippi

People without hea lth insurance in 2020

(United Sta tes Census Bureau QuickFacts, n.d.)



SOLUTIONS 
TO MITIGATE 
TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY



SOLUTIONS

Allevia te financia l pressures 
through incentives, providing 
counseling 

EDUCATION1

Health- care, contraceptivesACCESS2

Comprehensive sex educa tion & 
resource inequa lities.

ASSISTANCE 3



CONNECTIONS
EDUCATION

ACCESS

Financia l Assistance
Counseling services 

Abortion & Contraceptive Methods
Reproductive Services

ASSISTANCE

Informed Popula tion
Ava ilable Resources
Informed Decisions



CONCLUSION

Problem
Teen pregnancy in the United Sta tes. 
Mississippi & Massachusetts. 

Connections
Sex educa tion, hea lth ca re accessibility, sta te 
culture, economic factors & legisla tion.

Solution
Investing in educa tion, hea lth, resources, a lterna tive 
options, and legisla tion to reduce ra tes.



—AUDRE LORDE

I AM NOT FREE WHILE ANY 
WOMAN IS UNFREE, EVEN WHEN 

HER SHACKLES ARE VERY 
DIFFERENT FROM MY OWN

(McCarthy, 2021)
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