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Lynn's legacy of community

service

Share this

Watch on  IE8 Youlube

Even in its earliest years, when Lynn University was called Marymount College, its spirit of giving

wvas undeniable. The Rev, Mother de la Croix, Marymount's president, explained, "|

Varymount
Nas amvays seen s Mmission Not only as an eaducational one, but as ons of service to the

Ccommunity

Froving the point, the college created a program to help migrant workers achieve greater
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children and adults received support in reading, math and

Lk

anguage development. Soon, the campus was hosting a children's enrichment program and

sports clinics for girfs. Lynn was also home to Project Upward Bound, an effort that provided pre-

college preparation and counseling for high schoolers

Over time, Lynn became a leader in service-learning. In the early 1980s, independent study

stugents earned academic credit for their volunteer work. In HUM 389, Community Awarenes

i _I'.

bigger groups participated in preapproved sarvice projects, sharing their experiencas online and

n class.
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y 2001, outreach was completely embedded in Lynn's educational philosophy. The university

L

developed broader service-learning Inltiatives —in places ranging from nex
across the sea—that expanged students’ knowledge and perspectives.
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On Jan. 12, 2010, Lynn's spirit was tested by the unthinkable loss of students and faculty on a

January Term humanitarian trip. One year later, Lynn renewed its strength with a fresh tradition:

Knights Unite Day. 1he entire Lynn community worked together to support needy neighbors and

the environment,

Reflecting a decade of hope

Remembrance Flaza is a contemplative, inspirational spot on the Lynn
University campus.

Read more
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n January 2012, Lynn raised the bar again, 1he Cltizenship Project made service an academic

aquirement for all first-year students. Projects were (and still are) designed to achieve goals set

by the United Nations to address issues such as health, poverty, education, equality and the

environment.

" ¥ AL

Vice President of Academic Affairs Katrina Carter- [ellison described the ultimate value of the
project: "The Citizenship Project embodies the ethos of Lynn, an organization that has been

deeply engaged with its community since its founding. It helps our students understand whc

are as an institution and what w
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loday, Lynn sets its sights on the global community. Student groups and uniy —:I omcas

provide ongoing service initiatives. On-campus efforts protect local plants and animals, conserve

energy and preserve natural resources. The university is Fair Trade certified. And the Social
Impact Lab propels its own brand of big thinking. Its grassroots programs teach students to

aunch next-generation business concepts, community-based nonprofits and social enterprise

startups that are both locally and globally sustainable.

The challenges ahead —across campus and around the world—may be daunting. Progress w

depend on a combination of courage, compassion and innovation. As always, Lynn stands ready

1O nelp,

aroy gargens 1o schoois
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The Citizenship Project creates a

cycie of'giving

Lynn

scholarship students pay it forward.

Share this

What is important to yvou?

Anna Krift, associate professor and Citizenship Project director, w

RO,

ants 1o

Ot all the challenges In this world, what are you concerned apout’/

What are you passionate about?" Krift raised the stakes further,

>ould be a change agent for something, what would that bae?"

¥ i

Lynn University faculty posed these questions to first-year students in

2012, The answers—environmental sustainability, homeilessnes
iIroan renewal —created the framework for Lynn's signature se

program, the Citizenship Project.

T i L4 S . = e e @ E jam] s o | o ] [ T T B
oday, the project |s a required part of each student's education—at

prove thelr priorities through community action. Moreover, it's a chance for the

n determining how they want to make a difference in the world
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““If you could be a change agent for something, what

would that be?”’

Anna Krift, associate professor and Citizenship Project director

otudents participate in a group design-thinking process in the fall semester, connecting their
deas and experiences with the needs of the community. For students wh

Lynn, the opportunity 1o give back can beé a deeply perscnal axper

Morgan Parks, class of 2022, spoke of her appreciation for he:

Endowed scholarship. "My scholarship means so much to me,

vho love and support the community and this place. That is something that

alumn

she said

J-Term meant a lot to me because | was able to glve something back

SCNOIArsNIp recipient ana wiiiZzensnig Froject participant Kristiar

his experience: "It motivated me to not think about myself, 1o give

L) | | i FL == |

Since it began, the Citizenship Project has delivered more than -

support. But Krift and the students would agree: This story Isn't

the power of connections between students, alumni, donors, fa

jdad, "Healizing we re one pieca, Wwe can have an impact

See what we achieved in 2020!

Head more
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First-year students make a
measurable difference

Share this

Summing up

good+
WOrKS

This January, first-year students participated in one of Lynn University's proudest traditions—the

Citizenship Project—and proved (once again) just how much a dedicated group can achieve
together, Students took action across the local community —creating, harvesting, organizing,
packing, painting, singing and so Much more,

ARNRD
1 baseball game 1 on-campus class 2 painted homes

with children of all abilities and visit with Vietnam veterans nlus 1 painted farm fence and

multiple murals

=+
<+
-+

4 parties 90 hours of song 450 classroom items
for retirees and familes coping practices and shows for sick for a school supply drive
with cancer children
+ + +

K P
655 hours 800 comfort cases 1,000+ pounds
of food distribution, preparation for children in foster care of collected debris and
and service microplastics
+ . +

1,504 walks

for rescued aogs

3,144 pounds $5,000

of picked peppers for local food worth of bracelets to support
banks families in Hait

3 weeks

+

24 partner organizations

+

6/5 students

+

8,640 hours of community
service

of 17 UNSDGs* achieved

"UNSDGs—the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals —are the world’s shared plan to
end extreme poverty, reduce inequality and protect the planet by 2030.
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One small bag, a wholejlot of

heart

Alumni join Citizenship Project efforts by packing Comfort:Gases for fostered infants.

Share this

The foster care system not only shelters children in need—it also provides a nurturing

environment that can help shift the direction of a child’s life.

From January through the end of March 2020, the Florida Department of Children and Families
oversaw -.’:.r.--.’:-f-w.’m'e care for more than 23,000 children, Palm Beach County accounted for
100 of those cases, and 400 of those children—11% of which are infants—are in foster care

Caring for society

tach year, Lynn University students participate In experiential learning
opportunities during a three-week semester called January Term (J-
Term). In 2018, Lynn identified a way to serve children in foster care
through Its C|'.|_'-:"5!' p Project, which freshmen participate in during J-
lerm

Anna Krift, director of the Citizenship Project, reached out to Robert
Scheer, founder of the national nonprofit, Comfort Cases, after reading
about his story and seeing a viral Upworthy video. She and other
university keaders were moved by the organization's mission: to help
children who have been removed from their family homes have a sense

~F i X4 s sarn theyw antar thair foe =] I T = - [
of Qignity and secur Lty whnen they anie thair foster cara. Hobart Schaar foundes of t
natonal nonproft Comfort Cases

ocheer joined the J-lerm participants on campus and shared how he

began the organization based on personal experiences: Each of his four foster children arrived to
his home carrying plastic bags containing their belongings. He recalled, 40 years earlier, carrying a
plastic bag I* s first foster placement, too. Eager to put an end to the heartbreaking practice, he
and his partner founded Comfort Cases. "Comfort Cases” are backpacks or duffel bags that
solunteers fill with essentials —like blankets, note pads, stuffed animals and other supplies —that
are provided to a child as they transition to their foster home.

As part of the Citizenship Project, Comfort E:::l:_-r_'::_ fulfills not only an academic purpose, but a
societal one: It raises awareness and concern for members of the community who—at no fault of
their own—are displaced from a parent's care, and for those who welcome the children into their
homes. It is also an opportunity for university students who have never experienced hardship to

£ i 1
-
i

see the world from another point of view and for those who have, an opportunity to heal. The

project teaches understanding and compassion, and allows students to exercise both by caring
for others through packing the cases and leaving a message of support.

e el —I

n the project's first year, freshmen students packed 500 cases. In 2018, they packed over 700.

“It takes a community to provide
nurturing environments for children,
and | believe our alumni really
understand that.”

Barbara Cambia, executive director for Career
and Alumni Connections

EXpanding our reach

As the Cltizenship Project team '._.'!_':;:::'1 collecting provisions for the over B0OO Comfort Cases it
planned to pack in 2020, Barbara Cambila, executive director tor Career and Alumnl Connections
had an idea: Why not engage alumni in this humanitarian project, which had become a beloved
Lynn tradition in only a few short years?

Cambia activated her team, who urgently called upon Lynn's alumni to donate goods for infants,
[he team collected 5L.::n|:!i&£ through the annual Alumni Holiday Party in December and, to
Cambia's delight, received over 400 donations ranging from bibs and bottles 1o books and

pajamas and soft toys

At the Jan. 9 alun L':!L-air'-:l party, 29 alumni were :|-:-:1-:J by Cambia's team and Scheer, who
SOl

flew into town early to speak with them. logether, the crew assembled 100 infant ¢

miort case

‘It takes a community to provide nurturing environments for children, and | believe our alumn

really understand that,” said Cambia. “They were very interested in and supportive of what we

were doing. They knew that they and our students are giving these infants and children the

opportunity for a brighter future

Cambia's team was proud of the outcome and committed to offering a Comfort Cases packing
party for alumni in 2021, She added, "We hope to continue to offer such meaningful ways for

alumni to connect with each other and with the university.’

n"

Alumni join togathar to pack 100 infart Comfort Casss

Building a better world

vwhen a child recelves a Comtort Case, its contents reprasent one less concern the foster tamily
needs to address. By alleviating these seemingly simple pressures —an outfit to wear, a blankst to
sleep with—Lynn's students and alumni directly help that child and their foster family get to

business: :;r:::':-xl",._j the cycle of abuse and neglect, and bringing about lasting change.

With the expansion of a project like Comfort Cases to alumni, the university’'s mission to build a

better world with its students carries on, even after graduation.

E] &

It was s nice 1o sea the turn-out,” said Juay Falvo '80. "The packing weant fast, and | think we
were all glad 10 be a par of it. | attended the university when it was the C.ollege of Boca Raton,
and since | still live in the area, It's wondertul to get back on campus and participate in events like
this, After all these years, | still feel connected 5

Krift added, “Our alumnl are Incredibly glving and answered the call to serve with such an

outpouring of 1ove and support We loved working alongside them as we packed cases—it Jave

15 a chance to connect through service,"

With the alumni contribution, the university has delivered 2,100 Comfort Cases to the loca

coOmMmMunity In only thréee years

For more information or to get Involved In the alumnl Comfort Casas project, contact ra Cailli.
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The Ambassador Corps aims for
global change

Community service drives social impact.

The Ambassador Corps and its home base, Lynn University's Social
Impact Lab, remind us of some simple truths: The world is made bette

Oy ConNeclions between people and ideas, and it can all start with the

WOrK Of a single student

Through the corps, students are matched with nonprofit and social
enterprises working with grassroots programs in developing countries
nstead of participating with a large class, students are deployed as

singles or pairs to become part of the communities they serve. They

provide hands-on help in locales as far away as Colombia, Nicaragua

and Rwanda.

gram really pushes our students outside of their comfort zone. S0, they can really
sxperience the country, the culture, the people ... at the same time that they're making a

difference,” explained Antonella Regueiro, assistant professor and social impact faculty fellow

the summer program—which was created by Jerry Hildebrand, director of the Center for Socia
npact—approximately a dozen student-interns partner with local organizations for up 10 10
weeks, For their efforts, undergraduate students receive academic credit, practical experience

and a lifetime of inspiration

It was truly an eye-opener. Everyone thought, we are going to a developing country to help

Y | '] ..l I._I i =

people,” said Jayla Hall, class of 2020 & YOu are making a difference N tNeir Ies, Your Ie 15

also being impacted because you're seeing things from a different perspective, getting that one-

JN=-0ng, Nands-on expeanancea, and rea ."i!'-;; that htt ' ThINgs are MOST valuaD

““The amazing work experience ... made me a more
mature and confident person. It helped me realize | am
capable of anything.”

Francesca De Nes, class of 2020

Francesca De Nes, class of 2020, described the "amazing" corps experience that sparked |
I

A2 O an eCo-1OUurisim carsaf. 1L made mes d are atura anda connaant psrson

To Regueiro, the program is more than community service: "It's community engagement. They're

—

ot just there to serve and leave. They're there to engage, connect and create long-lasting

he point, one student' s internship with Vega Coffese Company in MNicaragua was the first

step toward making Lynn a Fair Trade University. Another student's social media work led to the

scholarships are awarded to participating students. Speaking of this support, Hildebrand was

filled with gratitude. "1 he fTund |5 essential,” he said. "It makes the overall program possible

advanced studies, as well as career airactions.” But the real power IS Ir
F > s ¥ £ A aT=1 i . s | F, . = : T . ¥ k
Jo to help communities and the world in the days ahead. According to

[ransiormative
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Longtime donors support the
Snyder Center

Health and wellness come together on campus.

gory J. Malfitano

. very philanthr > and

id the stugent ex
Mewly announced support from longtime university friends and donors

will provide extra resources to the building.

e gifts Inc

wmnidt Family Foundation, an athletic strent

¥ citing and important prc
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Lynn bids farewell to Hugh
Carville

n the 19/0s, Carville served on the College of Boca Raton board 0
trusteas, ultimately becoming chairman. In recognition of his many
Jecades of service, ne was named chairman emeritus of the Lynn

NVErsity Di

board of trustees,

= : ..-.II-.-.:-..- Ir'-| -I':.-_.-IT t'l.- F_': 5 S Y

J4 community work

1 = " A, i T
soege LDUtstianding ALmMnius Award,

he was named an honorary board member of Fultor

y Community College.




Student’s supporting role in
productions inspires family

Andreas Family Foundation $300,000 endowment benefits Lynn's drama program.
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Remembering Bobby Campbell

Lynn mourns one of its biggest fans.

2 Raton community in Lr

ntributions to our campus and students.

ca Raton and quickly became a strong

r of many community institutions, including Lynn.

ity was manifest in gifts such as Bobby

to the Fighting Knights soccer “‘He was a giant success

= story and a great human

being. He was a very

AJdministraton

T B AT |
“When he saw his L . spacial guy.

r moved. He said it would have made his Gregory J. Malfitano

e sCholars "|i|:. s for |_ NN STLOE

community: the

Jescribing the gift,

vant to contribute. | just thin

vas a high-energy
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Eric Varner's family honors his
legacy

: |_-‘._!'- HISSEHMNGE TN . =15 -l S f.:_!"-l'-"'_ '._.._I"_- J .I'-,-' = = “I ‘II-' |_' S = DA fl'_' |- iSMNass

My INSLruMments. 18 Was also

exceptionally charitable.

person,” said Hoyo. "lo play an amazir nstrumeant from your pr

ing b

0 Matenals proguces the

Thanks to the family's donation, students will continue to pursue their

while honoring a beloved professor
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N

Dorothy Polayes funds new
endowed scholarship

{ . . R
'| learned from my family

that If yvou have the means

to give, you should.”

Dorothy Polayes
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Dan Mathews 90 thanks Lynn
with diverse contributions

Dan Mathews "0 makes an impact on the lives of many. During the day, he's a well-respected
awyer and municipal judge near Syracuse, New York. In the evening and on weekends, he's the

owner of a lucrative microbrewery, which he built in 2012,

Mathews attributes his expanding success and responsibilities to the bachelor's degree in
business and administration he earned from the C ( on (Lynn University's
ess ownership,” Mathews sald.

age a business and people.”

Mathews is one of Lynn's biggest cheerleaders. He regularly attends Lynn's annual Alumni

Weekend and stays in touch with classmates and professors.

That connaction Is tf

e reason why he supports the university. "l feel a sense of community with

Lynn," Mathews said. "It's important for me to give back to the place that helped me get started.”

Mathews' support includes contributions to capital gifts,
immediate needs, athletics and much more. His generosity “It's impr.::rtﬂnt for me to
helps fund _-C:.Etr"'lpjui-:i anhancements like the Christine E.. LyNN gh”;} back to the F-]IHEE' that
University Center—a favorite hangout and study spot for |"IE|DF'C1 me ge t started "

— L W | i | o i i

students like Mathews' son Cole, class of 2023, who is now

earning his own business degree. Dan Mathews

With the intent to thank the university and “give back big,"
Mathews recently named Lynn on his life insurance poll

Establishing the benefit was something "important for me to do as an alumnus,” he said.

For Mathews, the life insurance benefit is a way to recognize Lynn for the role it played in his
success, He suggested, "Give back however you can to support your alma mater and its future

students.

Share this
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